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IN MEMORIAM
Bernadette Levens Tolson

Long Beach 
Died August 1, 2020

William E. Walker Jr.
Walnut Grove 

Died July 22, 2020

History books were distributed to Ergon members including Lee Adams (left), 2012-2013 
MSCPA Chairman, and Emmitte Haddox (right), 1985-1986 MSCPA Chairman.

As a part of our centennial celebration, we are proud to present the MSCPA Centennial 
History: A Century of CPAs in Mississippi. The book is filled with facts, photos, and the 
accomplishments of the Society and its members over the decades.

Here is a sneak peek of what is inside:

1 Accountants used to work for $10 a day 
(page 13).

2 There is a CPA who has been licensed 
and working for 63 years (page 168).

3 If you have been a chapter president, 
CPA exam medal winner, Outstanding 
Educator, Public Service Award 
recipient, Rising Star, YCPA President, 
or scholarship recipient, you are in the 
book (Appendix A-F).    

4 The first female officer was elected in 
1949 (page 68).

5 The Mississippi State Board of Public 
Accountancy also celebrates its 100th 
anniversary in 2020 (page 197).

6 An alphabetized listing of member 
names appearing in the book with page 
numbers can be found in the Index 
(pages 203-217). 

Book distributions are currently underway.  
Chairman Annette Pridgen would like to 
deliver as many as possible personally and 
will be travelling to firms around the state.  
Of course, the pandemic has hampered the 
process.   Others will be mailed or stop by 
the MSCPA office to pick up a copy.  If you 
would like to request a book, please email 
Noma Gillis at ngillis@ms-cpa.org. 

This project was made possible by the 
generous support of our members, chapters, 
and friends. We hope you enjoy it.

MSCPA Centennial History Book 
Distribution Is Underway

continued on pages 4-5

Nominate an 
Outstanding 
Educator
The MSCPA Awards, Education & 
Scholarships Committee is seeking 
nominations for the Outstanding Educator 
Award for 2020-2021.

Each year the committee requests 
nominations for selection of an educator 
who has made significant contributions as 
an accounting instructor. That individual 
is honored during the MSCPA Annual 
Business Meeting at Convention in June.

Nominations should be submitted in 
writing by October 1 to be considered by 
the committee. Send your nominations 
to Outstanding Educator, c/o MSCPA, 
306 Southampton Row, Ridgeland, MS 
39157 to the attention of Shawn Mauldin, 
Committee Chairman.

REGISTER FOR 
UPCOMING 

CONFERENCES
Health Care 

Services Conference
September 24

Industry Conference
October 22

Not-for-Profit Conference
October 29

Accounting 
Education Conference

October 30
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The CPA Newsletter is the official 
publication of the Mississippi Society 
of Certified Public Accountants. The 
Newsletter invites articles of interest 
to the profession and gives credit to the 
author; however, it reserves the right to 
edit articles for correct spelling, wording 
and punctuation.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
the official policy of the MSCPA. 
Advertising is accepted in good faith that 
the product/services are of value stated.

Welcome New Members
Brady Anderson 

Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Ridgeland

Jamie A. Brooks 
T. E. Lott & Company 
Mathiston

James W. Busby 
Summers, Green & LeRoux, LLP 
Brandon

Rebecca Caldwell 
F. O. Givens & Co 
Senatobia

Elizabeth Craft 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Mendenhall

Christopher D. Edwards 
Meridian Community College 
Meridian

Adella Gilbert 
Kemp Williams Steverson & Bernard, PA 
Little Rock

Lauren Hatcher 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Terry

Alexis Hess 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Brandon

Shelby Jackson 
Franks Franks Wilemon & Hagood 
Tupelo

Brittany Johns 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Jackson

Ashley Loze 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Ridgeland

Carrie McBride 
Watkins, Ward and Stafford, PLLC 
Mathiston

John K. Murphree  
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Pearl

Kathryn Romero 
Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Ridgeland

Sloan K. Session 
HORNE LLP 
Brandon

James Shackelford 
BKD, LLP 
Coila

Cady Skelton 
Kemp Williams Steverson & Bernard, PA 
Little Rock

Avery L. Springer 
GranthamPoole PLLC 
Houston

Leslie M. Stegall 
May & Company, LLP 
Vicksburg

Gwendolyn M. Taylor 
Suzanne Smith CPA PLLC 
Heidelberg

Hank D. Thomas 
Watkins, Ward and Stafford, PLLC 
Philadelphia

Lane D. Tidwell 
GranthamPoole PLLC 
Oxford

Elizabeth J. Vercher 
Piltz, Williams, LaRosa & Company 
D’Iberville

Laken S. Webb 
Watkins Uiberall, PLLC 
Saltillo

Stacey Williams 
Alexander Thompson Arnold PLLC 
Baldwyn

Update your 
MSCPA Member Profile
The more information you provide in your member profile, 
the better we can serve you.

Visit our website www.ms-cpa.org, login with your email and password, and go to the 
“Update My Profile” webpage (under Members). Here you can upload a profile picture, 
select a general position, and add fields of interest and areas of expertise. You can also 
choose to display your profile in the member directory and Find a CPA directory.
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The American Institute of CPAs recognized 
four accounting professors for their notable 
teaching and research during the annual 
American Accounting Association meeting.

This year’s honorees include:

Tonya Flesher, professor of accountancy 
and Arthur Andersen Lecturer Emerita 
at the University of Mississippi, is 
the recipient of the 2020 AICPA 
Distinguished Achievement in Accounting 
Education Award.

Mary Barth of Stanford University, Wayne 
Landsman of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and Daniel 
Taylor of the University of Pennsylvania 
received the 2020 Notable Contributions to 
Accounting Literature Award.

The Distinguished Achievement in 
Accounting Education Award honors full-
time collegiate accounting educators who 
have reached national prominence in the 
accounting profession.

“Over nearly four decades, Professor Flesher 
has been a true innovator in accounting 
education, often creating her own curricula 
and textbooks to best prepare her students,” 
said Steve Matzke, director of faculty and 
university initiatives at the Association 

of International Certified Professional 
Accountants, in a statement. “Students 
praised her for the detailed feedback she 
provided and passion she shared, and 
students and faculty recognized her with 
numerous teaching awards.”

Tonya taught accounting at the University 
of Mississippi for 40 years and served six 
years as Dean of the School of Accountancy. 
Her appointment as dean in 1987 was a 
significant event in the University’s then 
140-year history as she was the first woman 
to hold a deanship at the University in 
any field of study. Tonya is the author of 
over 100 articles and eight books (in over 
30 editions). She had previously won the 
University-wide Outstanding Teacher 
Award in 2003. She has served on AICPA 
committees for over 30 years, including 
service on the committee that prepares the 
CPA Exam, and received that organization’s 
Continuing Service Award in 2012. Tonya 
is originally from the Kokomo area and 
graduated from Western High School in 
1967 and Ball State University in 1971. 
She received her master’s degree from 
Appalachian State University and her Ph.D 
from Ole Miss. 

Mississippi is one of only four universities 
to have had multiple honorees for this 
award as her husband, Dale Flesher, was the 
recipient of the 2011 Award. Tonya is also 
the mother of two wonderful children. 

Member News
AICPA honors Tonya Flesher with Distinguished Achievement Award

Tonya Flesher is pictured with her husband, Dale, 
who received the award in 2011. This photo is from 
their recent 50th wedding anniversary.

MSCPA Members Appointed to AICPA 
Committees for 2020-2021
The following MSCPA members have been appointed to an AICPA volunteer group for the committee year that began in May 2020 and will end in 
May 2021. This includes appointments to boards, committees, and task forces including the AICPA Peer Review Board and the Joint Trial Board. 

Cheryl Sykes 
Council Elected Member

Raleigh Cutrer 
Tax Practice 

Management Committee

Kimberly Hardy 
Financial Literacy 

Commission

Joey Havens 
Women’s Initiatives 

Executive Committee

Jan Lewis 
Practice Advisory Group 

and Tax Executive 
Committee

Annette Pridgen 
Designated Council 

Representative
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Corkern & Norris to Josh Norris

...continued from COVERMSCPA Centennial History Book Distribution Is Underway

Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A. to Shannon 
Adams, 2019-2020 MSCPA YCPA President.

Lindsey, Parker & Martin PA to Tim Martin (right).

Fortenberry & Ballard PC to Brent Ballard (right).
Watkins, Ward and Stafford, PLLC-Oxford to Ed Maxwell (right). Ed and his wife, 
Nicole, were the first donors to make a financial contribution to the history book.

University of Mississippi Patterson School of Accountancy to Mark Wilder (left).
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Biggs, Pettis, Ingram & Solop, PLLC to Barry Jones (left) and Jim 
Pettis (right), longtime MSCPA sponsors.

Mississippi Department of Archives & History. The 
Department was an integral resource for co-author, 
Annette Pridgen (left).

Baker Donelson to Stacy Thomas (center), 
2011-2012 MSCPA Chairman.

Jones Walker LLP to Tom Walker, Linda Keng, 2007-2008 MSCPA Chairman, and Bob Box.

The Burgess Group to Beth Burgess 
(center), 2013-2014 MSCPA Chairman.

Mississippi Office of the State Auditor to Phillip Chu, 2020-
2021 MSCPA YPCA Vice President/President-Elect.
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MSCPA MEMBERS CAN VISIT:

THE WAY
CPAs GET PAID

PAYMENT
DETAIL

1,000

1214Roy Smith

InvoiceClient Name

Pay CPA

FOR ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS
POWERING PAYMENTS

cpacharge.com/ms-cpa
866-592-1265

CPACharge is a registered agent of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Concord, CA and Citizens Bank, N.A., Providence, RI.

P O W E R E D  B Y

CPACharge is specifically designed to help CPAs, 
enrolled agents, and accountants accept credit, debit, 
and eCheck payments from their clients. 
 
As the ability to accept payments digitally becomes a 
critical piece of your practice, CPACharge provides the 
most proven solution for your firm. We are trusted by 
over 150,000 professionals and a vetted member 
program through 30+ state CPA societies and the AICPA.

Affordable and easy-to-use, CPACharge exceeds 
standards for internet security and PCI Level 1 
compliance. In addition, there are no long-term contracts 
or setup fees to get started. Your firm benefits from 
simplified reporting and reconciliation created 
specifically for how financial professionals run their 
offices. CPACharge has the right features and 
functionality needed to help ensure your firm's success. 

MSCPA
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Meet Our Members
Legacy Spotlights

This Gulf Coast family includes 8 accountants 
across 3 generations. Inspired by the self-
made matriarch, Mary Levens, a number 
of her children, a son-in-law, and a couple 
grandchildren pursued education and careers 
in accounting. Moreover, she inspired a legacy 
of service to their church, communities and to 
providing opportunities for the next generation 
through scholarships. 

Mary Schepens 
Levens 
Mary Schepens Levens, 
is a self-taught public 
accountant, whose 
mother was a 2nd 

generation Sicilian 
immigrant and her 

father was a first-generation 
immigrant from the Netherlands. She started 
her public accounting firm, Levens Accounting 
and Income Tax Services, in Gulfport in 1960.  
Later in 1966 she opened a second location in 
Pascagoula. Her husband, Gene Levens, joined 
her firm offering certified financial planning 
services along with life insurance. She ran her 
business in addition to raising her family of 
nine children. 

Mary’s tax practice typically prepared 
approximately 1,500 tax returns a year.  Her 
husband passed away in 1999 and Mary sold 
her Pascagoula location business to Pascagoula 
resident Michael Tolleson, CPA. In 1990 
her daughter, Bernadette, who had worked 
alongside her since she was 16, acquired 
the Gulfport practice from her mother and 
started the CPA firm of Bernadette Levens 
Tolson, CPA, P.A. and Mary went to work for 
her daughter. This year (2020) was Mary’s 
last and 60th tax season to complete and 
she retires at the age of 83.  Over the years 
Mary has volunteered for many roles from 
PTO/church/Carnival Associations/Habit for 
Humanity to name a few. Her many accolades 
and recognition include Carnival Association 
of Long Beach Queen Rosalie, Chamber of 
Commerce Outstanding Citizen Award and 
Small Business Administrative Award and 
Lumeni Christi (Light of Christ) Award. Mary 
and her husband believed in helping the 

community through involvement in church/
civic organizations. They passed this duty of 
service and passion for the community on to 
their children. 

Currently, Mary enjoys spending time with her 
family and folks she encounters by passing on her 
wisdom and business knowledge to anyone that 
will listen and wants to learn. Serving her clients 
and the community as well as champion the 
small business owner is still a constant in her life.

Though Mary was not a CPA, her approach 
to helping clients through tax planning and 
compliance needs has influenced seven family 
members to pursue accounting education with 
six of them becoming CPAs.

Jerry L. Levens, 
CPA, CFE, CGMA 

Mary’s son, Jerry, 
serves on the Board 
of Directors of 
Hancock Whitney 

Corporation {Nasdaq: 
HWC) and also on the 

Board of HWC’s banking 
subsidiary, Hancock Whitney Bank. He served 
as a partner, for 27 years, for the regional CPA 
firm of Alexander, Van Loon, Sloan, Levens & 
Favre, PLLC (AVL), based on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast. For twenty five (25) years he 
served as the partner in charge of all of the 
firm’s audit and assurance engagements. Prior 
to joining the Hancock Whitney Corporation 
Board of Directors, he served as a director of 
Hancock Bank (Mississippi) from 2008 to 
2009. He currently serves as Chairman of The 
Board of Directors of HWC, Chairman of The 
Board of Directors of Hancock Whitney Bank, 
Chair of the Board’s Executive Committee, 
and also serves on the HWC’s Audit 
Committee and Compensation Committee. 

Jerry has worked in the accounting profession 
since 1978, starting his career in Jackson with 
DeMiller, Denny, Word & Co. then in Gulfport 
working with McDonald, Bourne & Clifford 
and later as Controller with Hancock Mortgage 
Corporation, before joining AVL in 1990. He has 
substantial academic and professional credentials, 

including a Business Administration degree in 
Accounting from the University of Mississippi, a 
Mississippi CPA license, and is a Certified Fraud 
Examiner (CFE)-Retired and a Chartered Global 
Management Accountant (CGMA)-Retired. Jerry 
has served in numerous leadership roles in the 
CPA profession, namely: elected by Mississippi 
CPAs to serve as Chairman of the MSCPA in 
2000; appointed by a former Governor to a five 
year term to the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Accountancy, serving as Chair for one year; 
and selected by CPA peers to be Mississippi’s 
elected member of the CPA profession’s national 
governing Council of the AICPA.

Jerry has served on numerous nonprofit boards, 
including as Chair of the following: Infinity 
Science Center, Inc. (the official NASA Visitors’ 
Center for Stennis Space Center); Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 
Inc.; Catholic Diocese of Biloxi, Inc. Finance 
Council; Catholic Foundation of the Diocese 
of Biloxi, Inc.; St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Church Parish Council; and St. Thomas’ 
Hurricane Katrina Rebuilding Committee. Jerry 
has also served on several governmental boards, 
including the Board of Commissioners for the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Regional Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, where he served as Chair of the 
Board’s Governance Committee and Chair of the 
Board’s Audit Committee; and the Mississippi 
State Board of Public Accountancy. He was 
appointed by the lieutenant governor to the Gulf 
Coast Restoration Fund Advisory Board, which 
will be involved in how $450 million of State of 
Mississippi Deepwater Horizon settlement funds 
will be used on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Additionally, Jerry has served on the following 
nonprofit boards over his career: MSCPA 
Political Action committee; MSCPA Gulf Coast 
Chapter; Mississippi Tax Institute; National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy; 
Treasurer of the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Chamber of Commerce (12 years); Gulf Coast 
Business Council, Inc.; Gulfport Kiwanis Club 
(25 years); President or Treasurer of Thomas 
L. Reeves Elementary School PTO (8 years); 
Mississippi Gulf Coast YMCA-Long Beach 
Branch and University of Mississippi Alumni 
Association Board (6 years). 
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Jerry currently is a member of the National 
Association of Corporate Directors (NACD) and 
has earned the designation as a Board Leadership 
Fellow; a member of the AICPA and a member 
of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners. 
At the University of Mississippi, Jerry serves 
on the E. H. Patterson School of Accountancy 
Professional Advisory Council. 

Jerry has received numerous awards and 
commendations for his professional, civic, 
and business activities namely: Pat Santucci 
Spirit of the Coast Award; The Sun Herald’s 
Outstanding Community Leaders award; Coast 
Chamber’s “4 Ever Young” award; Induction 
into Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College Alumni Association Hall of Fame; 
Lumeni Christi (Light of Christ) Award from 
Catholic Bishop of Diocese of Biloxi and 
MSCPA’s Public Service Award. 

Jerry is an alumnus of Leadership Gulf Coast and 
the Gulf Coast Business Council Master’s Program. 

He and his wife, Cindy, attend St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Church in Long Beach where he 
serves as a Lector. He is the proud father of three 
adult children, Jay, Andrew and Jenny, and four 
granddaughters, Macie, Ava, Reagan and Anniston. 
Jerry is expecting his first grandson in October.

Bernadette Levens 
Tolson, CPA 
(1959-2020) 
Mary’s daughter, 
Bernadette, was a 
1977 honor graduate 
of Long Beach High 

School, obtained an 
Associate’s Degree in 1979 

from MS Gulf Coast Community College, and in 
1982 she received a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration (Accounting major) from the 
University of Southern Mississippi. She worked 
for 45 years alongside her mother in providing 
accounting/bookkeeping/tax preparation services 
at the family business (started in 1960) in Gulfport. 
Initially with Levens’ Accounting and Tax 
Preparation Services and later when she established 
her own firm in 1990, Bernadette Levens Tolson, 
CPA, P.A.

Bernadette was a CPA in Mississippi for 33 years 
and was a member of the AICPA, the MSCPA Gulf 
Coast Chapter, and the National Association of 
Tax Preparers. She was a member of the Carnival 
Association of Long Beach (CALB) and was 
crowned Queen Rosalie in 1983. She served for 
numerous years on Finance Councils at St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church and St. Thomas 
the Apostle Catholic Church. She enjoyed travelling 
and exploring the country, spending time with her 
immediate and very large extended family, reading, 
and listening to news stories. She was a long time 

supporter of girl’s softball with Long Beach Girl’s 
Softball League where she sponsored teams for over 
30 years. In 2019, Bernadette sold her CPA practice 
to Alexander, Van Loon, Sloan, Levens &  Favre, 
PLLC , under a practice continuation agreement 
she had with AVL , shortly after she was diagnosed 
with brain cancer.

J. Clay Levens  
Mary’s son, Clay, has a 
passion for all aspects 
of healthcare, but his 
upbringing peaked 
his interest in the 

family tradition of 
accounting and business. 

Working his way through 
college as an Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) for Mobile Medic Ambulance Service, 
Inc. in Gulfport, Clay earned his Bachelor of 
Science Business Administration - Accounting 
from University of Southern Mississippi in 
1988.   He worked for two years with the CPA 
firm DeMiller, Denny, Word and Company 
in Jackson in the audit department performing 
banking and insurance audits and Federal 
Government compliance regulation audits. Clay 
returned to his hometown area and worked 
for one year with a local CPA firm, Moore 
and Powell, in their tax and audit department.  
Clay was contacted by the management of 
Mobile Medic and was re-employed in a new 
role as Corporate Controller, which later 
transitioned to AMR Ambulance.  While 
working as corporate controller, Clay enrolled 
in William Carey College, Master Business 
Administration – Executive Leadership 
Program, completing his MBA in 1994 with an 
emphasis in entrepreneurship and health care.  
With his accounting and business knowledge, 
Clay conceptualized and created a new healthcare 
company, Mobile Diagnostic Imaging, Inc. (MDI).  
MDI provided an innovative delivery system of 
radiology and cardiology mobile healthcare services 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  After seven years 
of operations and contracted with a majority of the 
niche market, Clay sold MDI to a large healthcare 
parent company in 1999. While managing MDI, 
Clay continued with a limited scope of accounting 
services for small business clients.

After the sale of MDI, Clay followed in his second 
passion of healthcare.  He returned to college 
and in 2002 obtained a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from University of Southern Mississippi. 
He currently works as a Registered Nurse, clinical 
patient care for a Federal Governmental Agency. 
Utilizing his accounting, business, and healthcare 
background, Clay has served on multiple 
committees and ad hoc committees for healthcare, 
staffing/budgeting, Locality Pay Surveys (LPS), 
Incident Command and Disaster Emergency 
Management within the healthcare system.  

Encompassing his education and work experience, 
Clay has served thirty years in the healthcare 
arena with diverse roles to include executive, 
administrative, operational, and clinical.   

Following the sale of MDI and up to present 
day, Clay continues to perform accounting and 
business services for a few clients and referred the 
tax component to CPA firms.  As some of the clients 
increased in size and compliance requirements, these 
clients were referred to both Clay’s siblings,  Jerry 
Levens, CPA and Bernadette Tolson, CPA, for 
continued quality professional accounting services.  

Donna Levens 
Schmidt, CPA 
Mary’s daughter, 
Donna, graduated 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting 

from the University of 
Mississippi and began her 

accounting career in the Tax 
group at Arthur Andersen in Houston, Texas. 
Houston became home for over 30 years as Donna 
and her husband, Thomas, enjoyed big city life. 
Donna’s career in tax has included working for 
a local Real Estate developer and the oil & gas 
industry. She was with El Paso Corporation for over 
15 years. 

Currently, she serves as VP Tax for Crestwood 
Equity Partners (CEQP).   CEQP is a Publicly 
Traded Master Limited Partnership based in 
Houston, Texas that owns and operates oil & gas 
midstream assets in Shale plays around the U.S. 

Over the years in Houston, Donna has 
volunteered and served on church and nonprofit 
boards. Serving on Finance council and 
Religious Education boards as well as Executive 
committee and Chair for the church festival and 
live auctions. She recently ended a 4-year term 
as a Board of Trustee for Kappa Alpha Theta 
Foundation where she served as Treasurer. 

As Mississippi often does ----it pulls you back home. 
Donna moved back to the Coast summer 2019 and 
now Donna is a remote employee for her company 
and travels to Houston for work on occasion. As 
COVID has made her a full time Coast resident she 
looks forward to service and volunteer activities in 
her hometown community.      

Accounting/bookkeeping/tax was discussed all the 
time growing up. In the early 70’s as a young girl 
Donna remembers helping her mother sort different 
sizes of colored papers. A local convenience store 
used the “shoebox” method of bookkeeping. She 
remembers her mom saying, “put all the small pink 
paper here and the large yellow ones over there 
and the short blues to the left. They all represented 
vendors leaving their inventory at the store.” She did 
not understand all of it BUT she certainly knew to 
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keep it all in order. Now she understands dates and 
vendors and is very grateful for computer software. 
Donna is proud of her “accounting genes.” Donna 
and Thomas enjoy spending time with their five 
children and two grandchildren. 

o Abby, sophomore at Our Lady Academy in 
Bay St. Louis 

o John Michael, Ole Miss accounting 
graduate working on a master degree, CPA 
in Colorado, works for a nonprofit

o Marianne, Ole Miss HR graduate working 
on a graduate degree at USM, campus 
minister at St. Thomas Catholic Church in 
Hattiesburg 

o Phillip (Grace), Ole Miss accounting 
graduate with a masters in tax, CPA in 
Texas, works for Deloitte in Houston, Texas 

o Tom (Lauren), USM graduate, sales rep in 
Houston, Texas for Howard Industries 
 Two granddaughters (Mary 
 Claire and Adelaide)

Thomas C. Schmidt, 
Sr., CPA, CFP, 
CEPA 
Donna’s husband, 
Thomas, was born and 
raised in Pass Christian 

and received his BSBA 
in Accounting from 

The University of Southern 
Mississippi in 1984. After graduation he followed 
work to Houston, Texas where we remained for 35 
years returning home in March of 2019. In 1986 he 
obtained his CPA certificate from the State of Texas.

While in Houston he held various positions as well 
as owning several businesses. From 1999 until 2017 
in addition to owning his own Financial Planning 
and Investment Management firm he also served 
at the Chief Financial Officer of a family office 
and a directional drilling company in the Oil & 
Gas industry. In 2001 he obtained his Certified 
Financial Planner (CFP) Certification.

He is currently employed by AVL Wealthcare, 
a full service Financial Planning and Wealth 
Management firm based in Gulfport. He serves 
clients across the southwest and the southeast 
United States and counsels clients in a very tailored 
holistic approach.

He is also the owner/principal of Velocity Business 
Advisors, a consultancy involved in value growth 
consulting and exit/succession planning as well as 
fractional CFO services. He obtained his Certified 
Exit Planning Advisor certification in 2018.

Currently Thomas serves on the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors at The 

University of Southern Mississippi as well as 
the Business Advisory Council of the College of 
Business and Economic Development. Thomas 
is a recent graduate of Leadership Gulf Coast.

In Houston Thomas served the church/dioceses/
school/community in several volunteer roles. He 
previously served as a founding board member 
and president of The Journey to Damascus - 
Houston, founding board member and advisor to 
The Journey to Damascus - Central Texas as well 
as board member and chairmen of The Journey 
to Damascus Governing Board. The Journey to 
Damascus is an ecumenical program designed 
to inspire, challenge and equip Christian Laity 
to witness for Christ on a daily basis; Past board 
member of Home Encouragement Ministries and 
past board member of CRC Partners, a non-
profit operator of the Christian Renewal Center 
in Dickinson, TX. 

Phillip Lamar 
Schmidt, CPA 
Donna and Thomas’ 
son, Phillip, grew 
up being taught that 
mom’s special green 

pencil is for her work 
and not to be used for 

coloring. He made it his 
life mission to find out what was so special 
to accountants about this green pencil. Upon 
graduating high school, and a few encouraging 
phone calls from Dean Mark Wilder, he left 
for Oxford to pursue a degree in accounting 
from the E.H. Patterson School of Accountancy. 
Ultimately, he graduated with a Master of 
Taxation in May 2017. During his time in 
Oxford he worked seasonally at Swetland Cook 
PLLC assisting individuals and local businesses 
with tax returns and bookkeeping. Here he 
experienced the meaningful impact of client 
service work he had witnessed in the work of 
his family of accountants. He completed his 
CPA exam in August 2017 and is licensed 
in Texas. As of present, he is a Senior Tax 
Consultant with Deloitte in Houston and 
serves a variety of clients including privately 
and publicly held C-Corps, Private Equity 
structures, and Up-C structures. For those 
clients is included a large amount of ASC 740 
work along with compliance and consulting 
engagements. He has continued the family 
legacy of service especially to the church 
through serving on the Finance Council of St. 
Luke the Evangelist (Bruce), a mission church 
of St. John the Evangelist (Oxford) and helping 
lead college ministry events. Phillip also served 
as the founding president of the Alpha Lambda 
Chapter of Pi Kappa Phi at The University of 
Mississippi and as a summer missionary for 
two summers at LifeTeen Camp Covecrest. 
And participated in many philanthropy 

events supporting RebelTHON, Feed The 
Hunger, The Ability Experience, and Muscular 
Dystrophy Association along with his wife, 
Grace, who works a dietician in the MDA Care 
Center at Texas Children’s Hospital. Needless to 
say, now as a senior and reviewer, he has learned 

what that special green 
pencil was all about.

John Michael 
Schmidt, CPA 
Donna and Thomas’ 
son, John Michael, 

works as a Senior 
Accountant for FOCUS 

(Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students), a not-for-profit based in 
Denver, Colorado. He is a Certified Public 
Accountant in the state of Colorado. He 
graduated from the University of Mississippi’s 
E. H. Patterson School of Accountancy with 
a Bachelor of Accountancy with a minor in 
Manufacture Engineering in May of 2018. 
While in school John Michael was a founding 
father of the Alpha Lambda Chapter of Pi 
Kappa Phi, served on the student advisory 
board for the Center for Manufacturing 
Excellence, and spent three years serving in the 
treasury department for the Associated Student 
Body. He also spent time working as a summer 
camp counselor for LifeTeen Missions during 
his college years. He is currently pursuing a 
Master of Science in Accountancy with an 
emphasis in Data Analytics online through the 
Gies College of Business at University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign expecting to graduate in 
May of 2021.

Endowed Scholarship Funds 
In honor of their parents, Mary and Gene 
Levens, who never attended college, their nine 
children have endowed with $100,000 the Mary 
and Gene Levens Scholarship Fund at the Gulf 
Coast Community Foundation, Inc.  Mary 
and Gene realized the importance of education 
and were very grateful their children benefitted 
from scholarships over the years. They were 
proud of the 14 college degrees among their 
nine children. Since 2000, this scholarship fund 
awards several scholarships annually, based on 
needs, to seniors from Long Beach High School 
who were majoring in Accounting, Business, 
Science, or Engineering fields.

Bernadette and the Schmidt family in 2012 
established the Bernadette Levens Tolson and 
friends USM scholarship. Donna and Jerry 
established an Ole Miss Accounting scholarship 
in 2011.  Both of these scholarships were 
established to help Junior College transfer 
students majoring in Accounting.   
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Delivering Results - One Practice At a time

888-553-1040     
www.APS.net
MSCPA Member

Lori Newcomer, CPA  
& Tim Price, CPA
PNgroup@aps.net  

Call Today... 
Sell By Year End! 

10

Mississippi Society of Certified Public Accountants August 2020



Mississippi Legislature Update
August 11, 2020
The House quickly voted to override the Governor’s partial veto of the Education budget 110-6. Several hours later, the Senate 
followed suit, overriding the Governor 41-1. This is the first override of a Mississippi Governor’s veto since 2002. The K-12 Education 
budget is now law. In addition, the Legislature passed a separate appropriation bill to fund the School-teacher recognition program at 
$28,020,972, the lack of funding for this program in the general fund appropriation bill triggered the Governor’s partial veto of the 
education budget. 

 The House and Senate also passed Senate Bill 3053, amending 
the Back to Business Mississippi Grant Program. These 
amendments include raising the minimum amount received 
from $1,500 to $3,500. 

 Robin Robinson was sworn in Monday as the newest 
Representative from House District 88. Robin is married to 
MSPCA member, Sam Britton.

The House and Senate have now adjourned until a date mutually agreed upon by the Speaker and the Lieutenant Governor before 
October 5 or until October 5, 2020 in accordance with HCR 69. When they return, the House and Senate will have 2 days left in the 
never-ending 2020 Regular Session, well, unless they amend the resolution.

August 24, 2020
The 2020 Legislative Session reconvened on August 24. In a matter of two hours, the House and Senate adopted the FY 21 budget for 
the Department of Marine Resources. The House, Senate and Governor’s office agreed to: 

 Re-authorize the $27 million in 
projects designated by former Governor 
Phil Bryant.

 Use $20 million of the new GOMESA 
money and split it between Governor 
Tate Reeves and the Legislature, $10 
million each.

 For the Legislature’s portion, the 
Governor will submit a list of approved 
projects that they will confirm 
and if approve, place in the DMR 
appropriations bill during the 2021 
Legislative Session.
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your personal & professional insurance 
consolidated with one agency 

Major Medical 
Long-Term Disability

Long Term Care
Life Insurance
Homeowners

Personal Auto & Flood

Business Overhead Expense
Professional Liability

Employment Practices Liability
Workers Compensation

Business Office Package 
Cyber Liability

call 985-674-3880 or vis it  bbgulfstates.com/asp
brown & brown of louisiana,  llc |  620 lotus dr.  north |  mandeville,  louisiana 70471

contact stormy blair
your mscpa-sponsored insurance representative for:
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Meet the MSCPA 
2020-2021 Board of Governors

Executive Committee

Ricky Bullock 
Vice Chairman/Chair-Elect 

Nail McKinney Professional Assoc. 
Tupelo

Beth Burgess 
At-large Member 

The Burgess Group, PA 
Flowood

Melanie Hamel 
Secretary 

GranthamPoole PLLC 
Brandon

Clyde Herring 
At-large Member 

Mississippi State University 
Starkville

Raleigh Cutrer 
Treasurer 

Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A. 
Ridgeland

David Miller 
At-large Member 

Nail McKinney Professional Assoc.
Tupelo

The Society is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of the Chairman, Vice 
Chairman/Chairman-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and Immediate Past Chairman, together 
with fifteen members elected by the local chapters, three members elected at-large, a 
member appointed by the MSCPA Young CPA Network and the board-elected member to 
the AICPA Council. Directors elected by local chapters serve two years. The board meets 
four times per year.

Annette Pridgen 
Chairman 

Jackson State University (Ret.) 
Pearl

Donna Bruce 
Immediate Past Chairman 

BKD, LLP 
Madison

Karen Moody 
President/CEO 

MSCPA 
Ridgeland
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Philando Brown 
Central Chapter Director 
MS Dept of Finance and 

Administration 
Flowood

Charles Byram 
Central Chapter Director 

Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Madison

Dickens Fournet 
Central Chapter Director 

GranthamPoole PLLC 
Ridgeland

Chelsey Henley 
Central Chapter Director 

The Burgess Group 
Hazelhurst 

Blair Jussely 
Central Chapter Director 

Butler Snow LLP 
Brandon

David Lynch 
Central Chapter Director 

The Lynch Law Firm PLLC 
Jackson

Anna Holder 
Delta Chapter Director 

Malouf Construction 
Greenville

Stuart Yarbrough 
East Central Chapter Director 

Philadelphia 

Kim Allison-Banisch 
Gulf Coast Chapter Director 

Gulfport-Biloxi 
International Airport 

Biloxi 

Maria Saylor 
Gulf Coast Chapter Director 
Alexander, Van Loon, Sloan, 

Levens & Favre, PLLC 
Biloxi

Leslie Wood 
North Central Chapter Director 

T. E. Lott & Company 
Columbus

Jon Pernell 
Northeast Chapter Director 

Nail McKinney 
Professional Assoc. 

Tupelo

Chapter Directors
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Anna Langley 
Northwest Chapter Director 

University of Mississippi 
Foundation 

Oxford

Tracy Haynes 
Southeast Chapter Director 

Hattiesburg Clinic, P.A. 
Ellisville

Carr Hammond 
Southwest Chapter Director 

Silas Simmons, LLP 
Natchez

Shannon Adams 
Young CPA Network Immediate 

Past President 
Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A. 

Brandon

Cheryl Sykes 
AICPA Council 

Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC (Ret.) 
Clinton

Ed Jones 
State Board Advisory 

Committee Chair 
Jones CPA Firm, PLLC 

Pascagoula

Josh Norris 
State Board Advisory 

Committee Millennial Chair 
Corkern & Norris 

Jackson

Chapter Directors continued

YCPA Network AICPA Council Liaisons

Tax Manager 
We seek a self-motivated CPA with 5-7 years 

experience to join our Ridgeland tax team. 

Move forward with a growing firm.

mclcpa.net > careers
[ [ Tax Manager 

We seek a self-motivated CPA with 5-7 years 
experience to join our Ridgeland tax team. 

Move forward with a growing firm.

mclcpa.net > careers
[ [
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Clients with special 
accounting software needs?
We can help.
We can and will customize our Professional Business Accounting 
Software to meet the specific needs of a particular client who has 
an unusual requirement.

All of our jobs come by referral, usually from an accountant.

WILLIAM T. SAUL & ASSOCIATES
Providing Information Management Solutions for over 40 years
Contact us: WmTSaul@gmail.com  •  601-892-5549
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Meet Your MSCPA Young CPA Network Board of Directors and 
Committee Chairmen for 2020-2021

Jack Kaler 
President 

GranthamPoole PLLC 
Ridgeland

Phillip Chu 
Vice President/President-Elect 

Committee Co-Chair 
MS Office of the State Auditor 

Madison

Meghan Ozburn 
Secretary 

Committee Co-Chair 
Silas Simmons, LLP 

Natchez

Deena Keasler 
Treasurer 

Merit Health Wesley 
Hattiesburg

Justin Egger 
At-Large Board Member 

HORNE LLP 
Madison

Harrison Edwards 
At-Large Board Member 

Jones Companies 
Hattiesburg

Sammy Gill 
At-Large Board Member 

Committee Co-Chair 
Matthews, Cutrer, & Lindsay, P.A. 

Brandon

Peyton Gordon 
At-Large Board Member 

Committee Co-Chair 
BKD, LLP 

Canton

Lee Pittman 
At-Large Board Member 

Committee Co-Chair 
MS Office of the State Auditor 

Brandon

Ashley Sullivan 
At-Large Board Member 
Committee Co-Chair 

Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC 
Madison

Shannon Adams 
Immediate Past President 

Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A. 
Brandon

facebook.com/msyoungcpas

twitter.com/msyoungcpas

instagram.com/msyoungcpas
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When you have to be right

3/20    2020-0226 © 2020 CCH Incorporated and its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Association Fall Early Bird Special

Best Prices 
of the Year!

FFoorr  aa  lliimmiitteedd--ttiimmee  WWoolltteerrss  KKlluuwweerr’’ss  bbeesstt--sseelllliinngg  CCCCHH®®  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  aarree  30% off!
PPrree--oorrddeerr  yyoouurr  nneewweesstt  eeddiittiioonnss  nnooww  bbeeffoorree  tthhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  ooffffeerr  eennddss..**

Est.
Pub. Date

Media List
Price

Discounted
Price

DDeecc..  22002200 $$114499..0000 $$9999..0000

DDeecc..  22002200 $$330099..0000 $$221166..3300

DDeecc..  22002200 $$221199..0000 $$115533..3300

DDeecc..  22002200 $$225599..0000 $$118811..3300
DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500

Title

UUSS  MMaasstteerr  TTaaxx  GGuuiiddee,,  22002211

IInnccoommee  TTaaxx  RReegguullaattiioonnss    ((WWiinntteerr  22002211))

IInntteerrnnaall  RReevveennuuee  CCooddee::  IInnccoommee,,  EEssttaattee,,  GGiifftt,,  
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  &&  EExxcciissee  TTaaxxeess  ((WWiinntteerr  22002211))

UUSS  MMaasstteerr  DDeepprreecciiaattiioonn  GGuuiiddee,,    22002211

GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211

Issue #

1100002288660066--00000099

1100003311553344--00001166

1100003311553355--00002200

1100000099880022--00001122

1100007733112299--00000022

DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  FFlloorriiddaa  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003344337755--00001111

DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  IIlllliinnooiiss  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003322995522--00001111

NNoovv..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  NNeeww  JJeerrsseeyy  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003322669933--00001133

NNoovv..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003322669922--00001111

DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003344336655--00001111

DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500GGuuiiddeebbooookk  ttoo  TTeexxaass  TTaaxxeess,,  22002211 1100003333991133--00001111

DDeecc..  22002200 $$117755..0000 $$112222..5500SSttaattee  TTaaxx  HHaannddbbooookk,,  22002211 1100003344338844--00001122

UUSS  MMaasstteerr  EEssttaattee  &&  GGiifftt  TTaaxx  GGuuiiddee,,  22002211  JJuull..  22002200  1100003311773322--00001111  $$117799..0000  $$112255..3300

VViissiitt  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr  ppaaggee  ttooddaayy  ttoo  ttaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  ooffffeerr  wwhhiillee  iitt  llaasstt!!

IIff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  aassssiissttaannccee,,  ccoonnttaacctt  oouurr  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  AAccccoouunntt  MMggrr,,  TTaammmmyy  NNiicckkeellss,,  aatt  887777--557711--22884411  oorr  ttaammmmyy..nniicckkeellss@@wwoolltteerrsskklluuwweerr..ccoomm..

**OOffffeerr  eennddss  SSeepptt  3300,,  22002200..  OOffffeerr  ccaannnnoott  bbyy  ccoommbbiinneedd  wwiitthh  aannyy  ootthheerr  ooffffeerrss  oorr  ddiissccoouunnttss  aanndd  ddooeess  nnoott  aappppllyy  ttoo  pprreevviioouuss  ppuurrcchhaasseess,,  ssttaannddiinngg  oorrddeerrss,,  oorr  pprree--oorrddeerrss..

Mississippi Society of CPAs
www.cchcpelink.com/ms-cpa
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Annual Health Care 
Services Conference
THURSDAY SEPT. 24, 2020 
LIVESTREAM
from the MSCPA Training Center in Ridgeland
This event is designed to meet the specific interests of CPAs and financial 
professionals who provide services to hospitals, physician practices, and 
long-term care facilities.

CREDITS: 8 COST: $215
Register online at www.ms-cpa.org

AGENDA
8:30am – 9:30am 
Keynote Address: HFMA National Update
Todd Nelson, HFMA
9:30am – 10:30am 
COVID Hot Topics
Anita Goodrum, Watkins, Ward, 
and Stafford, PLLC 
Andy Williams, BKD, LLP
10:45am 
Medicaid Update
Drew Snyder, Division of Medicaid
12:30pm – 1:45pm 
Panel Discussion: Advancing 
Telehealth in Mississippi 
Tearsanee Davis, UMMC Center for Telehealth

Shannon Fryery, North Mississippi Medical Center 
Ryan Kelly, Mississippi Telehealth Association
William Wood, Baptist Health Systems
1:45pm – 2:30pm 
Healthcare Fraud
David Donnell, Gilchrist Donnell PLLC
2:45pm – 3:45pm 
State and Federal 
Healthcare and COVID Update
Richard Roberson, Mississippi Hospital 
Association
3:45pm – 4:30pm 
Coping with the COVID-19 Pandemic
Laura Lewis, MEA Cares

SPONSORED BY

MEDLEY & BROWN
F I N A N C I A L  A D V I S O R S

Helping 
you 

build 
a more 
secure 
future

 

We invest 
our own 
money 

alongside 
yours, 

so we are 
invested 
in your 
success. 

601-982-4123
 

www.medleybrown.com
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PREMIER CHECKING

EARN

3%

UP TO $10k

*

*terms apply. premier checking requires e-

statements & 10 debit card swipes per month.

see site for details

msfcu.us
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MSCPA BANKING
& FINANCE CONFERENCE

LIVESTREAM

Don’t miss the opportunity to receive key updates from
top regulators, engage in discussions with bank leaders
and firm partners and prepare for the year ahead.

FROM THE MSCPA TRAINING CENTER
IN RIDGELAND

IN-PERSON AND
AUG. 24, 2020
MONDAY

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Public practitioners with 

banks & savings institution 
clients, preparers and/or 

auditors of financial 
statements, financial 

executives working in both 
large and small institutions, 

as well as regulators, 
controllers, and CFOs.

CREDITS
8

COST
Member: $200 | Non-Member: $275

REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.MS-CPA.ORG

Agenda
8:30am – 10:00am
Accounting and Tax Update, Lance Davis, BKD

10:00am – 10:15am
Morning Break

10:15am – 11:45am
The Heavy Price of the Coronavirus,
Dudley Carter, Vining Sparks

11:45am – 12:30pm
Lunch Break

12:30pm – 2:00pm
Asset Liability Management in a Pandemic
Environment, Je� Fair, American Planning
Corporation

2:05pm – 2:50pm
Regulatory Update, Matt Akins and Sean McNichol,
MS Department of Banking & Consumer Finance

2:55pm – 3:40pm
Managing Credit Risk in the Current Environment
Jimmy DeVane, First National Bankers Bank

3:45pm – 4:30pm
Technology Update: Securing Information
During COVID-19, Ledale Reynolds,
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia

NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
CONFERENCE

THURSDAY  
OCTOBER 29, 2020
LIVESTREAM 
FROM THE MSCPA TRAINING CENTER 
IN RIDGELAND

Agenda
8:30am 11:00am 
How to Communicate Your Financial Statements for 
Understanding and Vision
Bob Mims, Financial Consultant

11:00am – 12:15pm 
Ethics: It’s More Than Just Rules 
Cal Christian, East Carolina University

1:00pm – 2:15pm 
Fundraising During & After a Pandemic
Dan Prater, BKD, LLP

2:25pm – 3:15pm 
Secretary of State Update 
Michael Watson, Secretary of State

3:15pm – 4:20pm 
IT and Security
Brian Clark and Coy Gauthier, SCS, LLC

EXPERIENCE
& KNOWLEDGE

Expert Witness Qualified

NICK CLARK
Certified Appraiser

Auctioneer
Real Estate Broker

100s of Auctions,
Estate Sales, Appraisals, and

Real Estate Auctions
LICENSED • BONDED

INSURED

www.nickclarkauctions.com

601-317-2536

100s of References
•  REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS 

Residential, Commercial, Industrial, 
Farm, Timber

•  LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS 
Businesses, Restaurants, Inventories, 
Vehicles, Equipment

•  ESTATE SALES 
Personal & Business

•  APPRAISALS 
Personal Property, Business Assets, 
ATVs, Farm and Construction 
Equipment, Art, SUVs, Vehicles, 
Coin Collections, Antiques, RVs, 
Firearms, Boats, Airplanes, Jewelry, 
Rugs, Collectibles

Get the industry-specific insights you need to maintain a 
strong organization for you or your clients and get informed 
about unique challenges facing not-for-profit organizations at 
this annual event.
Credits: 8
Cost: $115
Register online at www.ms-cpa.org
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Discover the Resources 
to Help Clients Navigate 
COVID-19 

It’s a different world  
we’re working in. 
Clients are focused on getting re-opened and getting 
employees back to work amid the pandemic. They’ll 
need the guidance of their most-trusted advisor.

Paychex values accounting professionals and 
supports their efforts, offering resources and tools 
you can use to help clients navigate the complexities 
and challenges of getting back to business.

• Return to Work FAQs

• CARES Act and Families First Coronavirus  
Response Act 

• PPP Loan Forgiveness Estimator

• Business continuity plan 

 
Check out these and other resources at 
payx.me/mscpa-covid-19

© 2020 Paychex, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  |  5/21/20

Take advantage of the 
Accountant Knowledge Center, 
with its free online resources.

• Updated daily news

• State law summaries on 
compliance topics

• Registrations for  
upcoming webinars

Gain access at payx.me/akc

Don’t forget: You can access 
AccountantHQ, a dashboard to 
manage all client data.

Paychex is proud to be the preferred provider 
of payroll and HR services for MSCPA. 
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UPCOMING CPE

Aug 4 T Reviewing Pass-Through Tax Returns: What Are Your Missing? Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 5 W S Corporations: Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 6 Th Employer’s Handbook: Legal, Tax, and Health Care Issues Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Gen/5 Tax/3
Aug 7 F Surgent’s Comprehensive Guide to Tax Depreciation, Expensing, Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 10 M Securing a Comfortable Retirement in the Age of Spending Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 11 T Reviewing Individual Tax Returns: What Are You Missing? Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 11 T CARES Act and Its Implications Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax

Aug 13 Th Ethics, Rules, and Regulations Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Ethics
Aug 13 Th The Quest for Buried Treasures Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A

Aug 14 F Governmental Accounting and Auditing Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 175 275 8 A&A/YB
Aug 17 M Governmental Accounting and Auditing Update Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 18 T Best Practices for Payroll Taxes and 1099 Issues Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 19 W The Top Five Issues in Dealing with LLCs and Partnerships Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 19 W Maximizing Your Social Security Benefits Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 20 Th New Auditing Deficiencies in Peer Reviews: Focus on Engagement Quality Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Aug 20 Th Financial Statement Disclosures: A Guide for Small- and Medium-Size Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Aug 21 F Current Developments and Best Practices for Today’s CFOs and Cont Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 24 M Banking and Finance Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 200 275 8 Gen
Aug 25 T FASB Update for Small- and Medium-Sized Businesses: A Practical Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 26 W The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Ideas Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 27 Th Agriculture and Farm Activities Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 215 215 8 Gen
Aug 28 F Business Law Essentials for Practitioners and Controllers Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Gen
Sep 22 T Risk, Cost, and Cash Management for Controllers Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 22 T The Changing Role of the Controller Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 23 W Lean Accounting and Management:  Saving Money Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Sep 23 W Change the Way You Work:  Success as a Virtual CFO Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 24 Th Health Care Services Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 215 215 8 Gen
Sep 28 M Audits of 401(k) Plans Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Sep 29 T Fraud Update: Detecting and Preventing the Top Ten Fraud Schemes Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Sep 30 W Annual Update and Practice Issues for Preparation, Compilation, and Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Oct 22 Th Industry Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 180 255 8 Gen
Oct 26 M S Corporations:  Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Oct 27-28 T/W 1040 Tax Return Workshop Ridgeland MSCPA Center 60 395 545 16 Tax
Oct 29 Th Not-for-Profit Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 125 125 8 Gen
Oct 30 F Accounting Education Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 100 100 8 Gen
Nov 11 W AICPA’s Annual Federal Tax Update Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 30 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 11 W New Auditing Deficiencies in Peer Reviews:  Focus on Engagement Quality Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 160 200 4 A&A
Nov 11 W Financial Statement Disclosures:  A Guide for Small/ Med Businesses Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 160 200 4 A&A
Nov 12 Th The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 12 Th Current Developments and Best Practices for CFOs & Controllers Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 280 350 8 A&A
Nov 16 M AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 16 M Business Law Essentials for Practitioners and Controllers Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 280 350 8 Gen
Nov 17 T Governmental Accounting and Auditing Update Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 30 280 350 8 A&A/YB
Nov 17 T The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 19 Th Business Valuation and Litigation Services Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 185 260 8 Gen
Nov 20 F Getting Ready for Busy Season: Key Changes Every Tax Practitioner Oxford Oxford Conf. 160 200 4 Tax
Nov 20 F Surgent’s Essential Depreciation and Expensing Update Oxford Oxford Conf. 160 200 4 Tax
Dec 2-3 W/Th Mississippi Tax Institute Ridgeland MSCPA Center 200 200 12 Tax
Dec 10 Th The Quest for Buried Treasures Biloxi Golden Nugget 160 200 4 A&A
Dec 10 Th Ethics, Rules, and Regulations Biloxi Golden Nugget 160 200 4 Ethics
Dec 10 Th AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 Tax
Dec 11 F S Corporations:  Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 Tax
Dec 11 F Advanced Controller and CFO Skills Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 A&A
Dec 16 W AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax

BEGIN DAY NEW COURSE TITLE CITY LOCATION LIVESTREAM  AICPA MEM MEM HRS
NON CPE RECOM’D

CATEGORY
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Aug 4 T Reviewing Pass-Through Tax Returns: What Are Your Missing? Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 5 W S Corporations: Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 6 Th Employer’s Handbook: Legal, Tax, and Health Care Issues Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Gen/5 Tax/3
Aug 7 F Surgent’s Comprehensive Guide to Tax Depreciation, Expensing, Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 10 M Securing a Comfortable Retirement in the Age of Spending Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 11 T Reviewing Individual Tax Returns: What Are You Missing? Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 11 T CARES Act and Its Implications Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax

Aug 13 Th Ethics, Rules, and Regulations Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Ethics
Aug 13 Th The Quest for Buried Treasures Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A

Aug 14 F Governmental Accounting and Auditing Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 175 275 8 A&A/YB
Aug 17 M Governmental Accounting and Auditing Update Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 18 T Best Practices for Payroll Taxes and 1099 Issues Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 19 W The Top Five Issues in Dealing with LLCs and Partnerships Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 19 W Maximizing Your Social Security Benefits Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Tax
Aug 20 Th New Auditing Deficiencies in Peer Reviews: Focus on Engagement Quality Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Aug 20 Th Financial Statement Disclosures: A Guide for Small- and Medium-Size Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Aug 21 F Current Developments and Best Practices for Today’s CFOs and Cont Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 24 M Banking and Finance Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 200 275 8 Gen
Aug 25 T FASB Update for Small- and Medium-Sized Businesses: A Practical Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 A&A
Aug 26 W The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Ideas Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Tax
Aug 27 Th Agriculture and Farm Activities Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 215 215 8 Gen
Aug 28 F Business Law Essentials for Practitioners and Controllers Ridgeland MSCPA Center 280 350 8 Gen
Sep 22 T Risk, Cost, and Cash Management for Controllers Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 22 T The Changing Role of the Controller Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 23 W Lean Accounting and Management:  Saving Money Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 A&A
Sep 23 W Change the Way You Work:  Success as a Virtual CFO Ridgeland MSCPA Center 160 200 4 Gen
Sep 24 Th Health Care Services Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 215 215 8 Gen
Sep 28 M Audits of 401(k) Plans Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Sep 29 T Fraud Update: Detecting and Preventing the Top Ten Fraud Schemes Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Sep 30 W Annual Update and Practice Issues for Preparation, Compilation, and Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 A&A
Oct 22 Th Industry Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 180 255 8 Gen
Oct 26 M S Corporations:  Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Oct 27-28 T/W 1040 Tax Return Workshop Ridgeland MSCPA Center 60 395 545 16 Tax
Oct 29 Th Not-for-Profit Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 125 125 8 Gen
Oct 30 F Accounting Education Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 100 100 8 Gen
Nov 11 W AICPA’s Annual Federal Tax Update Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 30 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 11 W New Auditing Deficiencies in Peer Reviews:  Focus on Engagement Quality Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 160 200 4 A&A
Nov 11 W Financial Statement Disclosures:  A Guide for Small/ Med Businesses Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 160 200 4 A&A
Nov 12 Th The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 12 Th Current Developments and Best Practices for CFOs & Controllers Tupelo BancorpSouth Conf. 280 350 8 A&A
Nov 16 M AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 30 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 16 M Business Law Essentials for Practitioners and Controllers Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 280 350 8 Gen
Nov 17 T Governmental Accounting and Auditing Update Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 30 280 350 8 A&A/YB
Nov 17 T The Year’s Best Income Tax, Estate Tax, and Financial-Planning Hattiesburg Trent Lott Center 280 350 8 Tax
Nov 19 Th Business Valuation and Litigation Services Conference Ridgeland MSCPA Center 185 260 8 Gen
Nov 20 F Getting Ready for Busy Season: Key Changes Every Tax Practitioner Oxford Oxford Conf. 160 200 4 Tax
Nov 20 F Surgent’s Essential Depreciation and Expensing Update Oxford Oxford Conf. 160 200 4 Tax
Dec 2-3 W/Th Mississippi Tax Institute Ridgeland MSCPA Center 200 200 12 Tax
Dec 10 Th The Quest for Buried Treasures Biloxi Golden Nugget 160 200 4 A&A
Dec 10 Th Ethics, Rules, and Regulations Biloxi Golden Nugget 160 200 4 Ethics
Dec 10 Th AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 Tax
Dec 11 F S Corporations:  Key Issues, Compliance, and Tax Strategies Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 Tax
Dec 11 F Advanced Controller and CFO Skills Biloxi Golden Nugget 30 280 350 8 A&A
Dec 16 W AICPA’s Federal Tax Update Ridgeland MSCPA Center 30 280 350 8 Tax

BEGIN DAY NEW COURSE TITLE CITY LOCATION LIVESTREAM  AICPA MEM MEM HRS
NON CPE RECOM’D

CATEGORY

14

INDUSTRY 
CONFERENCE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

LIVESTREAM 
FROM THE MSCPA TRAINING CENTER IN RIDGELAND

Approved for 8 CPE Credits 
Member Price: $180
Register online at www.ms-cpa.org

ACCOUNTING 
EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

LIVESTREAM 
FROM THE MSCPA TRAINING CENTER IN RIDGELAND

Approved for 8 CPE Credits 
Price: $100
Register online at www.ms-cpa.org
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For more info on any of these listings or to sell 
your practice, contact Lori Newcomer, CPA 
and Tim Price, CPA at (888) 553-1040 or 
PNgroup@APS.net, or visit www.APS.net.

u u u

SELLING YOUR ACCOUNTING FIRM IS 
COMPLEX. Accounting Biz Brokers can make 
it simple.  We understand 
every practice is different.  
That is why we offer a 
personalized approach to 
selling and we respect your 
need for confidentiality during the process.  We 
work hard to bring you the win-win deal you 
are looking for!  With over 23 years combined 
experience, our brokers know your market.

YOUR PRACTICE WANTED: Thinking about 
selling your practice? Accounting Practice Sales 
delivers results, bringing 
you the best price, optimal 
terms, and a buyer who 
represents an ideal fit for 
your clientele.  Contact us 
today for a confidential discussion.  

PRACTICES FOR SALE: 
• North Alabama accounting and tax practice 

grossing $660K
• Northern Birmingham tax practice grossing 

$950K 
• Northeast TN / North of Knoxville CPA 

grossing $315K
• Smoky Mountains tax practice grossing $225K

CLASSIFIEDS
PRACTICES FOR SALE:
• NEW: MS Gulf Coast – Gross $490k
• NEW: Knoxville, TN – Gross $610k
• NEW: Knoxville, TN – Gross $550k
• Chattanooga, TN Area CPA – Gross $635k 

- SOLD
• SE Nashville Suburb – Gross $336k – SOLD
• Wilson County, TN CPA Firm – Gross $305k 

– SOLD
• NE MS Tax/Bookkeeping – Gross $850k – SOLD

Contact Kathy Brents, CPA CBI today for a free 
no-obligation consultation, 501-514-4928 or visit 
our website, www.AccountingBizBrokers.com.


